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Welcome to our Newsletter,  

 keeping you informed of community

 and business events in Bray.

Mick Glynn
President,  
Bray & District  
Chamber of Commerce

Opening
of the River
Dargle Walk
Local residents and 
tourists alike were 
delighted with the 
opening of the new 
walk along the Dargle 
River in Bray, where 
people can now walk 
from the side of the 
Fran O’Toole Bridge all 
along the Dargle River 
to Seapoint Court, just 
before the Harbour. Bray Chamber President has welcomed 
the opening saying, “As the work on the Dargle Flood 
Scheme comes to an end, we need to re-examine the Town 
Development plan, which has provisions for extending the 
walk further along the Dargle River, linking to other walks 
locally and also extending the usage for the river to include 
activities like kayaking and canoeing, etc. There is so much 
potential there and we need to make sure that we harness 
that potential”.

New Look Endeavour Awards
Friday 14th October 2016

Florentine Centre

We are excited to launch our new logo for the 2016 Endeavour 
Awards complete with a new look, awards night and structure. 
This year Bray & District Chamber will be awarding Bray best 
and brightest business with awards been presented for Retail, 
Hospitality, Large Business & Small Business and one will also 
be crowned as Overall Business of the year 2016.  Along side the 
business awards we will also be celebrating the community of Bray 
by awards Young Achievers,  Sports Achievers, Civic & Community 
Achievers, Life time Achievement and Overall Bray Person of the 
year 2016.  We look forward to presenting all the awards at our new 
look awards ceremony in the Royal Hotel on Friday 14th October. 

SAVE THE DATE!

A statutory notice was printed in the newspapers on 18th July 2016.  This stated 
that Wicklow Co Co proposes to seek the approval of An Bord Pleanala for the 
Florentine Centre in accordance with section 175 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000, as amended. The development, it is envisaged, will consist of:  

•	 256 car parking spaces at lower ground floor level with 320 cycle spaces 

•	 Anchor Store 1 (on upper ground and first floor) 

•	 Anchor Store 2 (upper ground floor) 

•	 8 retail units at upper ground floor level and at first floor level 

•	 3 restaurant units at upper ground floor level 

•	 3 business units at first floor level 

•	 5 screen cinema at upper ground, first and second floor levels

More info: http://www.bray.ie/2016/07/19/florentine-public-notice/

BOOK YOUR TICKETS FOR THE AWARDS NOW! €50 PER PERSON DINNER INCLUDED
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#BrayAirDisplay is worth 

€3.5m

140,000 
visitors to Bray

In 2016 

Over 1000
bed nights with 95% 

occupancy 
during the event

The 
Bray district  

is a destination 
for staycations & 

International 
holiday makers  

Economic Evaluation   

Supporting 
4000 jobs in the 

hospitality & 
service sector

to the local economy

Please note: In 2012 ebookers confirmed Bray was placed 4th for booking staycations. Economic evaluation is an estimate using data complied via an online survey, Hotelier / 
business insight analysis and from corporate ticket sales.      

Bray Chamber
New Food Festival
A new weekend food festival took place on the 16th & 17th July.  
The Wings Food Festival had delicious wings from around the  
country, street food and craft markets, live music, DJ’s, competitions  
and even some ping pong!!! Local businesses competed for the  
coveted title of Best Wings in Bray competition. Well done to the  
committee. What a #wingtastic weekend it was, with large crowds  
attending and over 40 food stalls!

Congratulations to the Hibernian Inn, winners of the Best Wings in Bray.

Summer 
Sundays
Organised by the 
Chamber, Summer 
Sundays Free Live 
music and Ceili on Bray 
Bandstand were held 
every Sunday during 
August.

Bray Air Display July 23/24
A full line-up of world-class aerobatic display teams including none other than the Daddy of 
them all – the Red Arrows; Italy’s flamboyant Frecce Tricolori; the dare-devil Breitling Wingwalkers 
(yes, they walk on the plane wings mid-air!) and our very own, celebrated Irish Air Corps – firmly 
cementing #BrayAirDisplay, supported by main Sponsors the Irish Aviation Authority, as one  
of Europe’s best ever air displays. 

It featured 27 jets, 46 aircraft and pilots, 50 support crew and an army of 20 volunteers  
it is an aerobatic feast for the senses! 

The two-day aviation spectacle was supported by Wicklow County Council and Bray.ie. 

Over 140,000 attended the two day event.

Many thanks to An Garda Siochána who successfully employed one of the biggest traffic 

management plans ever seen in the county.

What a Summer in Bray 
- a HUGE Success!
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Bray Chamber of Commerce Annual
President’s Dinner a Great Success

The Bray Chamber of Commerce held their annual presidents dinner in 
the Glenview Hotel on Friday 20th May. Chamber’s Annual President’s 
Dinner is the largest networking event in Bray’s business calendar. The 
night proved to be a great success where local businesses networked 
with local TDs and representatives from Bray Municipal District. In 
attendance was newly appointed Minister for Health, Simon Harris TD, 
Stephen Donnelly TD, Des O’Brien and David Forde (Bray Municipal 
District), Superintendent Ward and Detective Inspector Keenaghan from 
Bray Garda Station, Presidents from local Chambers of Commerce in 
Arklow (Ann McGovern) and Wicklow (Pascal Burke) and local business 
managers and owner.

Guests attending the black-tie event, heard addresses by current 
Chamber President Mick Glynn and guest speaker Pat Byrne who 
successfully delivered a witty yet informative after dinner speech. In 
his Presidents address, Bray Chamber President Mick Glynn, outlined 
the chambers activities during the year, with business and community 
events and the plans for the future including the Chambers role in the 
new Bray town team.  Guest speaker Pat Byrne spoke of his rise from 
local Pres Boy, to now CEO and owner of CityJet airline. The Minister for 
Health, Simon Harris also spoke concentrating his speech on his plans 
for health in the coming months, highlighting areas like Youth mental 

health, dealing with Health from the source and current 
department contracts with doctors. To round off the official 
proceedings of the evening, local Wicklow County Council 
Cathaoirleach, John Ryan spoke about business in Wicklow 
and commended the Bray Chamber on their work in the local 
community. After dinner guests spent the evening networking 
with fellow business owners and acquaintances and a great 
night was had by all.

Seafront Works
Work is now complete on the Bray 
seafront, providing an improved road 
surface, new wider pavements, new 
street furniture, flower beds and a 
segregated cycle track parallel to 
Strand Road. There are alterations to 
the road layout through the works 
area between Convent Ave Junction 
and Putland Road Junction. We 
understand and acknowledge the 
inconvenience this has caused to 
businesses on the seafront. We would 
like to thank Wicklow Co Co and Bray 
MD for their continued engagement 
during the works.
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Coiste Bré 1916/2016 was established to ensure that the centennial 
celebrations of Irish Independence, established with the 1916 Easter 
Rising is marked in a fittingly reverential, exciting and memorable way.

Bré Remembers featured a programme of events that ran in April 
2016 to mark the 100th year anniversary of the Easter Rising. These 
events formed part of the official County Wicklow 2016 Centenary 
Programme. The events explored themes and imagery from the 1916 
Rising through  
a variety of disciplines including design, drama, film, music and light. 

“1916 has huge political significance in the history of Ireland and we 
put together an exciting local programme for everyone to enjoy while 
making sure that the centennial celebrations of Irish Independence, 
established with the 1916 Easter Rising, was marked in a fittingly 
reverential and memorable way,” commented Chairperson Coiste Bré 
1916, Malachai Duddy.
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Our New Website
Visit www.braychamber.ie to view our new website.

Printing with the compliments of AR&T Print, Bray 
E: arandtprint@gmail.com • T: 086 025 3222
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Get Involved in 
the Chamber
The Chamber are looking for companies/
individuals to sponsor events during the 
year. For further information contact: 

info@braychamber.ie

Brennanstown Riding School
Brennanstown Riding School is a family run business set up by Jane 
Kennedy in the 1970’s.  The riding school started out with two ponies 
on loan and now has over 50 horses and ponies on site.  Over the last 
40+ years it has grown and developed and is now recognised as one 
of Ireland’s premier Equestrian Centres comprising, as it does, a busy 
riding school together with a livery and competition yard.  Approved 
by the Association of Irish Riding Establishments, the British Horse 
Society and Failte Ireland, the centre also runs career training courses 
for those students who wish to work in the industry.

The Centre is located at Junction 7 of the N11 and is easily accessible 
not only from Wicklow and Bray but also from Dublin.  It is open 12 
months of the year and provides group and private lessons for all 
standards catering for both adults and children with all lessons being 
given by qualified Instructors.  The Centre’s location, at the base 
of the Sugar Loaf, provides excellent hacking and trekking facilities 
with absolutely no road work involved.  This enables Brennanstown 
to provide cross country rides and treks through some of the most 
beautiful Wicklow scenery through the Hollybrook and Killruddery 
lands. These have proved very popular with both our regular clients 
and, indeed, the many tourists who come to ride at the Centre as part 
of their visitor experience in Co. Wicklow.

Brennanstown Riding School has been providing a quality equestrian 
service to both the local community and the many tourists who visit 
Co. Wicklow for over 35 years and is looking forward to continuing to 
do so in the future.

Bank of Ireland Sponsored Enterprise Town Event
A fantastic Free Community Enterprise Town Event was held in the Loreto School Sports Hall  
in May with 55 local business and clubs. It was open to the public and it was officially opened  
by Minister Simon Harris T.D., also Gavin Duffy of Dragon’s Den fame took part. Companies  
and clubs were in a position to sell their ideas and to also to meet people to network with.

Members Needed
New members are always welcome. 
For an Application Form telephone  
+353 1 282 8248 or email  
info@braychamber.ie 
www.braychamber.ie

Members Ideas
If members have ideas how to improve  
Bray Chamber please email them to  

info@braychamber.ie

MEMBER’S CORNER

Hollybrook, Kilmacanogue, Co. Wicklow

T: (01) 2863778 • info@brennanstownrs.ie • www.brennanstownrs.ie


